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"Tank Man" statue unveiled in
California on Tiananmen
anniversary

By KiMi Robinson, KYODO NEWS - Jun 4, 2019 - 20:29 | All, World
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YERMO, California — A "Tank Man" monument commemorating protesters killed in
Beijing during the Tiananmen Square crackdown in 1989, was unveiled in California's
Mojave Desert on Monday.

"Thirty years ago when | had my last glimpse of the tank, it was this close," said Fang
Zheng, an activist who lost the majority of his legs when a tank rolled over his lower
body.
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"I believe, with our efforts, China will one day be democratized," he said to a crowd of
around 250 supporters.
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uniagenuried man wno was pnotograpnea aetiantly standing in Tront ot People’s
Liberation Army tanks leaving the square on June 5, 1989.

The event at Liberty Sculpture Park was one of several demonstrations around the
world, including in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Such activism is banned in mainland China,
where information about the incident is censored on the internet.

Related coverage:

Security tightens in Beijing.on 30th anniversary of Tiananmen crackdown

China remains vigilant against recurrence of Tiananmen protest

U.S. urges China to make full account of Tiananmen Square protesters

The park features three other sculptures commemorating China's 1989 student-led
protests and promoting democracy, including a 6-meter-tall metal "64" monument
that refers to the month and day the army began shooting protesters and bystanders
in Tiananmen Square.

Visible from an interstate freeway halfway between Los Angeles and Las Vegas -- the
64 was unveiled earlier this year, becoming the world's largest monument dedicated
to the event.
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While China's Communist Party claimed afterward that the death toll from military
action against activists and civilians in Beijing on June 4 was around 300, other
estimates are in the thousands.

Zheng, 52, was granted political asylum in the United States in 2008, and is barred
from returning to mainland China.

He has said China's human rights violations have continued over the past 30 years,
citing the detainment of Uyghurs, a Muslim minority in China's Xinjiang province. In
spreading awareness of the brutality that took place in 1989, Zheng hopes the
protesters' cause will not be forgotten.

"We, the June 4th generation, are stepping into the flow of history once again," says a
banner on the 64 sculpture.

"Here, on borrowed, sacred land in the free New World, we solemnly and respectfully
set up this monument.”

According to an organizer, U.S.-based pro-Chinese democracy organizations hope to
next build a museum in the sculpture park.

(Correction: An earlier version of this story misstated the date in the fourth paragraph
as June 4, 1989.)
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5 Japan extends destruction order despite end of North Korea launch window

Jun 11,2023 | KYODO NEWS
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Double trouble: Rubber ducks come back to Hong Kong waters

Jun 10, 2023 | KYODO NEWS

South Korea begins briefings to ease anxiety over Fukushima water

Jun 13,2023 | KYODO NEWS
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Football: Japan thrash 10-man El Salvador, Ueda scores maiden goal
bit.ly/3JhCN8S

@jfa_samuraiblue #jfa #daihyo #SAMURAIBLUE #1 v 7 —HAZE #KyodoNewsPlus
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North Korea fires 2 ballistic missiles at night, both fall in Japan's EEZ

Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS
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Bomb-threat at U.S. base in Tokyo leads to evacuation order

Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS

Canada halts ties with China-led AlIB, alleges Communist dominated

Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS

Biden brought paper cranes symbolizing peace to Hiroshima museum

Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS
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Fed keeps key interest rate intact after 10 consecutive hikes
Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS
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Blinken to visit China this weekend amid tense bilateral ties

Jun 15,2023 | KYODO NEWS

North Korea fires 2 ballistic
missiles at night, both fall in
Japan's EEZ

KYODO NEWS - 3 hours ago - 22:57 | All, World, Japan
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